Individual differences in temperament may affect how animals react to novel situations, avoid predation, invest in reproduction and behave in a variety of social contexts. Little information is available, however, about individual differences in temperament for wild animals. For bighorn sheep, Ovis canadensis, ewes captured as part of a long-term study, we compared behaviour during handling to behaviour in the field and reproductive history. We considered 'bold' ewes those that were frequently trapped during the summer, and assigned to each ewe a docility index based on her behaviour during handling. Measurements of temperament for the same individual at different captures were highly consistent. Temperament was not affected by reproductive status or age, nor was it related to body mass. Correlations between behaviour at the trap and in the field were weak and mostly nonsignificant, suggesting that temperament is domain specific rather than domain general. Bold ewes tended to start reproducing earlier and have higher weaning success than shy ewes. Variability in temperamental traits in the study population could be maintained by life-history trade-offs and by yearly changes in selective pressures.
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Temperament is defined as how an individual reacts to novel or challenging situations (Wilson et al. 1994; Wilson 1998) . This concept originated from child psychology (Segal & Macdonald 1998), but has recently attracted the attention of ethologists and evolutionary biologists (Clarke & Boinski 1995; Wilson 1998) . Studies of how temperament varies within species, populations and individuals have implications for domestic animal husbandry (Boissy & Bouissou 1995; McCune 1995; Le Neindre et al. 1995 , 1996 Wilsson & Sundgren 1998) and for conservation biology (Stone et al. 1994; Delibes & Blazquez 1998; Carlstead et al. 1999a, b) . Within a population, individuals can be classified by their behaviour along a shy/bold gradient (Wilson et al. 1994 ): confronted by a challenging situation or facing a novel object, shy individuals will show avoidance, while bold individuals will demonstrate interest. Temperament can thus include various phenotypic traits, each expressed in a particular context.
As selection results from the covariance between a trait and fitness in a population, individual consistency in a trait and variability among individuals are essential for the evolution of the trait (Falconer & Mackay 1996; Roff 1997) . Phenotypic plasticity is expected in temperamental traits (Wilson et al. 1994) , as in other behaviours (Brodie & Russell 1999) , and environmental influences on behavioural traits may limit the potential of traits to evolve (Brodie & Russel 1999) . Therefore, the consistency of phenotypic expression of behaviours must be measured as a first step in the understanding of trait evolution (Hayes & Jenkins 1997; Holmes & Sherry 1997) . One way to analyse interindividual trait variation is to partition phenotypic variation into additive genetic and environmental components by estimating the trait heritability (h 2 ), and to identify possible genetic constraints on evolution by estimating the genetic correlation between the trait in question and other traits (Boake 1994; Falconer & Mackay 1996; Roff 1997) . Estimation of quantitative genetic parameters, however, requires very large sample sizes and a knowledge of pedigrees (Falconer & Mackay 1996) . Because these prerequisites are rarely met in behavioural studies in the field, Boake (1989) proposed to use a trait's repeatability as an alternative approach. Repeatability is useful in two ways: it quantifies how the measurement of a particular trait is representative of an individual and it gives an upper bound to heritability.
An important unresolved issue is whether individual differences in temperament are context specific or domain general (Wilson et al. 1994) . The concept of domain-general temperament as developed by psychologists (Kagan et al. 1988; Segal & Macdonald 1998) 
